A roller coaster is an amusement ride developed for amusement parks and modern theme parks.
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A roller coaster is an amusement ride developed for amusement parks and modern theme parks. LaMarcus Adna Thompson obtained a patent regarding roller coasters on January 20, 1885, which were made out of wood, but this patent is considerably later than the "Russian mountains". In essence a specialized railroad system, a roller coaster consists of a track that rises in designed patterns, sometimes with one or more inversions (such as vertical loops) that briefly turn the rider upside down. The track does not necessarily have to be a complete circuit, as shuttle roller coasters demonstrate. Most roller coasters have multiple cars in which passengers sit and are restrained. Two or more cars hooked together are called a train. Some roller coasters, notably wild mouse roller coasters, run with single cars.

Roller coasters are divided into two main categories: steel roller coasters and wooden roller coasters. Steel coasters have tubular steel tracks, and compared to wooden coasters, they are typically known for offering a smoother ride and their ability to turn riders upside-down. Wooden coasters have flat steel tracks, and are typically renowned for producing "air time" through the use of negative G-forces when reaching the crest of some hill elements. Newer types of track, such as I-Box and Topper introduced by Rocky Mountain Construction, improve the ride experience on wooden coasters, lower maintenance costs, and add the ability to invert riders.
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Mechanics
The coaster is pulled up with a chain or cable, along a ‘lift hill’. The teeth attached under the rails are connected to the suspenders of the cars.
A car on the rails of the roller coaster completely encloses the rails with its wheels. Because of this, the car will never fall off the rails, not even if the car stops in midair and is suspended upside down.

Records

Highest	Kinda Ka	456 feet
Fastest	Formula Rossa	149 miles p/h
Longest	Steel Dragon 2000	8133 feet

· Highest rollercoaster in the world: Kingda Ka (Six Flags Great Adventure)
· Highest rollercoaster in Europe: Shambhala Expedición al Himalaya (PortAventura) 
· Highest rollercoaster in the Benelux: Goliath (Walibi Holland)
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Rollercoasters World
	Rollercoaster
	Park
	Speed

	Kingda Ka
	Six Flags Great Adventure USA
	128 miles p/h

	Top Thrill Dragster
	Cedar Point USA
	120 miles p/h

	Tower of Terror
	Dreamworld Australia
	100 miles p/h

	Steel Dragon 2000
	Nagashima Spa Land Japan
	95 p/h
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