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in the Aleutians and in coastal regions. Unimak Island, for example, is The Alaska Native Heritage Center celebrates the rich heritage of
home to Mount Shishaldin, which is an occasionally smoldering vol- Alaska's 11 cultural groups. Their purpose is to encourage cross-cul-
cano that rises to 10,000 feet (3,048 m) above the North Pacific. Itis tural exchanges among all people and enhance self-esteem among
the most perfect volcanic cone on Earth, even more symmetrical than Native people. The Alaska Native Arts Foundation promotes and mar-
Japan's Mount Fuji. The chain of volcanoes extends to Mount Spurr, kets Native art from all regions and cultures in the State, using the in-
west of Anchorage on the mainland. Geologists have identified Alaska temet.

as part of Wrangellia, a large region consisting of muliple states and
Canadian provinces in the Pacific Northwest, which is actively under- Source: Wikipedia

going continent building.

document m
One of the world's largest tides occurs in Tumagain Arm, just south of
Anchorage - tidal differences can be more than 35 feet (10.7 m).

Alaska has more than three million lakes.Marshlands and wetland per-
mafrost cover 188,320 square miles (487,747 km2) (mostly in north-
e, western and southwest flatlands). Glacier ice covers some 16,000
square miles (41,440 km2) of land and 1,200 square miles (3,110
km2) of tidal zone. The Bering Glacier complex near the southeastern
border with Yukon covers 2,250 square miles (5,827 km2) alone. With
over 100,000 glaciers, Alaska has half of all in the world.

Culture

Some of Alaska's popular annual events are the Iditarod Trail Sled
Dog Race that starts in Anchorage and ends in Nome, World Ice Art
Championships in Fairbanks, the Blueberry Festival and Alaska Hum-
mingbird Festival in Ketchikan, the Sitka Whale Fest, and the Stikine
River Gamet Fest in Wrangell. The Stikine River attracts the largest
springtime concentration of American bald eagles in the world.
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